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LETTER TO EDITOR

To the Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Epidemiology 
and Global Health

We write to address a fundamental epidemiological 
misrepresentation in the scoping review by Qashqari titled 
“Epidemiology of Human Papillomavirus in Saudi Arabia” 
[1]. While the review aims to delineate the national burden 
of HPV, it suffers from a critical methodological flaw that 
invalidates its core premise regarding “prevalence”: the 
indiscriminate amalgamation of high-risk oncology cohorts 
with asymptomatic screening populations. The resulting 
estimates cannot, under any scientific standard, be labelled 
as representative of the “general population” or the 
“epidemiological landscape” of Saudi Arabia.

From a strict epidemiological standpoint, determining 
community-level prevalence requires a denominator of 
healthy or randomly selected individuals. However, a scrutiny 
of the data synthesised in this review (specifically Table 1) 
reveals that the author has treated patients with invasive 
malignancies as equivalent to the general population. This is 
not merely a limitation; it is a source of profound selection 
bias that artificially inflates the reported viral circulation.

The internal evidence within the article contradicts its 
own title. For instance, the review incorporates the study 
by Bondagji et al. [2] which focused exclusively on cervical 
cancer cases contributing a prevalence rate of 89.0% to 
the overall picture. Similarly, data derived from Al-Ahdal 
et al. [3] was based on ovarian cancer patients, yielding 
a positivity of 42.0%. Even the study by Faqih et al. [4] 
selected participants based on abnormal cytology, resulting 
in a 52.9% prevalence. To average or juxtapose these 
pathological percentages with data from routine screening 

(where prevalence is typically <10%) creates a chimeric 
dataset that reflects neither the clinical burden nor the 
community risk accurately.

Therefore, the suggestion that these findings provide 
an “updated evidence to guide national prevention” is 
scientifically precarious. We argue that the high prevalence 
rates cited are markers of oncogenic association in 
diseased tissues, not indicators of viral spread in the Saudi 
community. Future surveillance strategies must rigorously 
demark “clinical prevalence” from “population prevalence” 
to avoid alarming overestimations that could misguide 
public health policy.
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